	Materials
	1


4
2

	Table of Contents



	INTRODUCTION
	

	
	

	Tourmakeady Educational Programmes………………………………………………………………………………………

The origins of this programme

	4

	Exploring Habitats!...........................................................................................................................

Introduction to this GREAT day-long field trip to the Tourmakeady Woods

	5

	How Do I Get My Students Involved?..............................................................................................

How to book this day-long programme;  directions to the Centre; what to bring


	6

	What Would We Need to Bring?.....................................................................................................

List of necessary supplies


	6

	Where is Tourmakeady Located?....................................................................................................

Map and directions to Tourmakeady


	6

	How to Use This Guide………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


	8

	SUGGESTED LESSONS
	

	
	

	Suggested Timeline..........................................................................................................................


	9

	Before You Get Started....................................................................................................................

Some key ground rules that may be useful with your students


	10

	Where to Go……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Some directions for once you get on site with accompanying pictures


	10 

	Map of the Tourmakeady Woods....................................................................................................


	11

	Curricular Objectives........................................................................................................................

Outlines specific curricular objectives met by each activity


	12

	What Is a Habitat?...........................................................................................................................

Game explaining the key features of habitat


	13

	Forests are Habitats!........................................................................................................................

Matching activity introducing students to animal shelters found in the forest


	15

	Using Field Guides............................................................................................................................

Activity introducing students to looking up information in reference books (field guides)


	16

	Waterfall Sketches...........................................................................................................................

Artistic opportunity for students to appreciate and understand waterfalls and rivers


	18

	Animal Food Search........................................................................................................................

Fun search for foods that different forest animals might eat


	19

	Trees Need Habitat, Too!.................................................................................................................

Dramatisation to help students understand the inner-workings of trees


	21

	What is a Habitat?  Revisited………………………………………………………………………………………………………

A recap of the day, connecting the concept of habitat to students’ everyday lives
	23


	Table of Contents Continued


	Rainy Day Options……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Ways to teach these lessons indoors at the Community Centre.


	24

	Classroom Options………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Things to do before you come or after you live in connection with these lessons.


	25

	Assessment Suggestions.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


	25

	Classroom Plans………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

A template for you to plan your activities before and after the programme.


	26

	MATERIALS
	

	
	

	Population Size Graph (What Is a Habitat?).....................................................................................


	27

	Matching Cards/Animal Field Guides (Forests are Habitats!)..........................................................


	28

	It’s A ______! (Using Field Guides)..................................................................................................


	37

	Tree Field Guides (Using Field Guides).............................................................................................


	39

	Animal Food Search Worksheet (Animal Food Search)...................................................................


	47

	Do People Have a Habitat? (What Is A Habitat? Revisited).............................................................


	48 

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION
	

	
	

	Tourmakeady…………........................................................................................................................

Some key historical events, placenames, and geology


	49

	Tourmakeady Woods.......................................................................................................................

History of ownership, explanation of Coillte, and explanation of Millennium Woods.


	51

	Lough Mask......................................................................................................................................

Size, flora, fauna, and formation.


	53

	Glensaul River …………………………......................................................................................................

River features and watershed information


	53

	Habitat.............................................................................................................................................

Definitions, examples and adaptations, and some extra details


	54

	Populations......................................................................................................................................

Carrying capacity and population dynamics.


	54

	Food Chains......................................................................................................................................

Energy flow


	55

	Forests..............................................................................................................................................

Different types, layers, succession, and more detail about forest shelters


	55

	People Need Habitat, Too!  Some Examples from Tourmakeady....................................................

Sunpower, Fior Uisce, sheep farming, fishing, and basket weaving


	56

	Recommended Resources...............................................................................................................

Specific individuals, agencies, literature, and websites for further information.
	59


Tourmakeady Educational Programmes   -   Exploring Habitats!

Tochar Valley Rural Community Network — Tuar Mhic Éadaigh Coiste Pobail — Michigan State University – 2008

                                                             Tourmakeady Educational Programmes   -   Exploring Habitats!

Tochar Valley Rural Community Network  – Tuar Mhic Éadaigh Coiste Pobail — Michigan State University — 2008

