Press Release

Workshop for Irish Language Writers in Tourmakeady 
Mayo County Council Arts Office is delighted to have renowned Irish language writer Biddy Jenkinson as Mayo County Council Writer in Residence 2011.  Biddy will be working with a number of Writers Groups and schools throughout the county during the residency.  
In recognition of the writers in Mayo writing in Irish a special workshop will take place in Tourmakeady Hall on May 19th from 7-9pm.  This event is free of charge and is open to all writers; however please note that the working language of the workshop will be Irish.  This is a unique opportunity for writers to meet and workshop with one of Ireland’s most eminent writers in the Irish language.  

Also as part of the residency Biddy will give a public reading of her work in Castlebar Library on Tuesday May 24th at 8pm.  While her verse has not been published into English, she offers outlines of her poems (in English) before reading as Gaeilge.  This is a free event and all are welcome to come along on the evening.  
Coiscéim is her publisher and has published most of her poetry to date.  They will publish a second collection of detective stories 'Duinnín ar an Sceilg' featuring An tAthair Pádraig Ó Duinnín as detective, later this year. She also writes for children and her most recent work (in partnership with Ríbó) is called An Bhanríon Bess agus Gussaí Gaimbín.  Her plays have won Oireachtas Prizes and some of them were staged in Dublin, Belfast, Galway. 
At present she lives in Wicklow, trying to make a garden with ideas from Irish history and is particularly interested in providing a haven for bumblebees.
Mayo County Council Arts Office has a strong history of writers in residence over its 22 years of service. Previous writers who have held residencies in Mayo include Ré Ó Laighléis, Sean Lysaght, Máire Holmes, John Breen, Paddy Bushe, Éilís Ni Dhuibhne and Nuala NíDhomhnaill.
For more information on the Residency please contact Mayo Arts Office on 094-9024444 ext 7558 or email mayoarts@mayococo.ie .
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If you require further information on the above please contact:

Mayo County Council Arts Office, Áras an Chontae, Castlebar Tel: 094 9024444, ext. 7558. Email: mayoarts@mayococo.ie
